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Mountain lion subdued 
in S.F.’s Diamond Heights 


By Steve Rubenstein, 
Kurtis Alexander 
and Peter Fimrite 


A mountain lion slinking 
around the Diamond Heights 
area of San Francisco was cor- 
nered by a game warden and 
shot with a tranquilizer gun 
Friday behind a housing com- 
plex. 

The animal was turned over 
to the Santa Cruz Puma Project 


out of UC Santa Cruz, which, 


“Were going 
to drop it off 
on the Penin- 
sula, where 
it is most 
likely to have 
come from.” 
Chris Wilmers, 


wildlife ecologist 
at UC Santa Cruz 


by late Friday afternoon, had 
fitted the cougar with a radio 
and GPS collar and was pre- 
paring to release it in the wild. 
City police, animal control 
officers and California Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife war- 
dens surrounded a cluster of 
buildings known as Diamond 
Heights Village, where the 
cougar was seen in the morn- 
ing crouching amid the trees, 
brush and ivy behind the 
Cougar continues on A8 
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A mountain lion, shot with a tranquilizer gun after roaming a San 
Francisco neighborhood, awaits relocation in the back of a truck. 
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Amado Ante, granddaughter Juliet Rodriguez and great-grandson Rocco view the newly bestowed medal. 


Filipino veteran 
finally gets his due 


Millbrae resident, 99, given top honor for WWII service 


By Kevin Fagan 


Amado Ante was five days into 
the Bataan Death March when it 
finally came time to die. He was 
ravaged by malaria, starved to his 
bones, his feet swelled up so badly 
he could no longer walk. Japanese 
soldiers were bayoneting or be- 
heading everyone who fell behind. 

“My friends pushed me into a 
ditch and I went into the bushes to 
escape,” Ante, now 99, recalled 
Friday. “There was always fear, 
always fear. But I had to live. I had 
to fight.” 

And fight he did — hand to hand 
in the Battle of Bataan that led to 
the death march, and afterward as 
a jungle guerrilla for three more 
years until the Philippines was 


Ante holds the Congressional 


Gold Medal, the highest civilian 
award in the United States. 


» Veterans Day: Weekend events 
planned to honor veterans. c3 


liberated and World War II ended 
in the Pacific. 

But after all that, it took 72 years 
for the United States to officially 


thank him for his service. 

That thanks came Friday, one 
day before Veterans Day, when 
Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Hillsborough, 
came to Ante’s home in Millbrae 
and handed him a Congressional 
Gold Medal — the highest civilian 
award in the United States, 
matched only by the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. 

Ante, sitting in a chair at the 
Marymount Greenhills retirement 
complex, where he lives, stared at 
the large golden disc for a moment, 
saying nothing. He looked up and 
smiled at the congresswoman. 

“Its heavy,” he said. 

“Well, you carried a very heavy 
load for our country,” Speier re- 
sponded. “I want to thank you.” 

Medal continues on A9 


Oakland 
retesting 
its water 


EBMUD is starting from 
scratch at all the schools 


By Jenna Lyons 


In an effort to protect students and allay 
rising concerns of parents over the discovery of 
alarming levels of lead contamination in plumb- 
ing fixtures at 10 Oakland public schools, dis- 
trict administrators launched a new round of 
water quality tests this week at all campuses. 

The latest testing, which began Thursday, is 
being conducted by the East Bay Municipal 
Utility District as an added check on the pro- 
cess. Since August, the Oakland Unified School 
District has performed tests on about 70 of the 
86 schools in its jurisdiction. Tests are set to be 
conducted at the remaining schools over the 
next few weeks, said John Sasaki, a district 
spokesman. 

EBMUD, the East Bay’s main water provider, 
is starting from scratch at each school. As of 

Water continues on A9 


WINE COUNTRY FIRES 
Probe focuses 
on homesite 
near Calistoga 


By Evan Sernoffsky » Stolen 
memories: 
The investigation into what Couple that 
sparked the most destructive lost home 
wildfire in modern California during fire has 
history is centered on a rural laptops con- 
property northwest of down- taining a life- 
town Calistoga, a wooded plot time of family 
with a modest home that, ac- photos — 
cording to its owner, was un- some of the 


few items they 
saved from the 
blaze — stolen 


occupied when it burned to the 
ground. 
While authorities have not 


discussed the precise point of during the 

origin of the Tubbs Fire, the benefit con- 

10-acre property on Bennett cert at AT&T 
Fire continues on A8 | Park. cl 


Weather 
Partly cloudy. 
Highs to 67. 
Lows to 40. 
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Nancy Pelosi challenges GOP 
ao representatives on taxes. 


Aurora’s ‘The Royale’ 
delivers knockout blow. 


Stanford keeps Pac-12 
championship hopes alive. 


FINAL WATERFRONT 
HOMES NOW AVAILABLE. 
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